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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 
December 27th, 2001. The time is 3:24 p.m. I'm 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion, New 
York City Fire Department, conducting an interview 
with... 

SUPERVISING FIRE MARSHAL LYNN: Dave Lynn, 
Supervising Fire Marshal, Shield No. 66, assigned to 
Brooklyn Bureau of Fire Investigation. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: This interview is in 
regards to the events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Dave, if you would, just tell us in your own 
words what happened that day. 

A. On September 11th, I was working a day tour 
and my attention was drawn to the situation via the 
Department radio when I heard some kind of transmission 
asking the dispatcher, send me every ambulance you 
got. The phone started ringing and my Chief had the 
entire day tour respond over to the World Trade 
Center. 

We drove over. I drove over, myself, and I 
had three members of my squad also drive over. We came 
through the tunnel, went through the tunnel, and it was 
sometime while I was in the tunnel that the second 


plane had hit. So I exited the tunnel. I parked soon 
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thereafter on West Street, geared up and walked along 
West Street, where I noticed landing gear and the 
evidence of some kind of explosion. 

I continued up West Street toward the Trade 
Center and I saw my Chief, Richard McCahey, off to the 
left on the west side of West Street. He waved me 
over. I came over with two or three of my guys, and he 
advised us that we were going to just stage there for a 
couple of minutes until we worked up some kind of game 
plan. We were there not very long trying sort of to 
size up, seeing how we were going to proceed, planning 
on how we were going to set up a perimeter, looking for 
like secondary devices, because at that time it was 
obviously a terrorist situation, terrorist attack, and 
so we were looking for trucks that might have parked, 
moved into the area and that kind of thing. 

It's hard to deal with the time frame, but it 
seems as if suddenly there was a -- our attention was 
drawn to the south tower. There was some kind of 
explosion, you might say, up in the area where the fire 
was. Actually, in hindsight, that was the start of the 
collapse. 

Now, we were very close at that time. We 


were up on West Street toward Liberty, very close to 
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the hotel but on the west side of the street. So 
immediately, from my point of view, I knew that we were 
much, much too close, and we just started running. 
There was a group of us there, all Marshals. We just 
started running south on West Street to the corner, and 
there were a lot of people running and a lot of people 
bumping into each other at that corner and it was like 
a pileup of whoever was passing by, which slowed us all 
up. 

As soon as I made the turn, I jumped in 
behind some van. It was like the second car off West 
Street going toward the river. I dove in behind the 
van, and it was on us already, you know, the noise and 
like a pressure wave, like a wind, and the dust cloud. 
Immediately I recognized that I couldn't breathe. I 
was slightly winded, I guess, from running. So, 
breathing deeply, I took in a lot of dust and realized 
that breathing was going to be a problem, and vision, 
because we were sort of blasted then, I got a lot of 
debris in my eyes. 

So I stayed there behind the van for a 
while. At some point one or two people dove in behind 
the van. I couldn't see what was going on, but here 


one of them was wearing a mask, obviously Fire 
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Department. Then he and I sort of exchanged -- you 
know, gave each other moral support. You okay? Yeah, 
I'm okay. Are you okay? That kind of thing. 

The dust started to settle and I looked over 
to the guy next to me and it turns out to be Chief 
Cruthers, and we just sort of got up and tried to size 
up what was happening. You could see. Visibility 
started to clear up a little bit. 

Some fireman came walking by. He was 
bleeding from the head but said he was fine. Myself 
and Cruthers gave him a quick look and he just had some 
sort of a minor head laceration. He said he was fine. 
He walked off. A couple civilians came running by. We 
directed them toward the river. 

I remember hearing off -- I lost my radio, my 
cell phone, in the rush, and I couldn't find it on the 
ground. The ground was covered with debris. I heard 
one Mayday on Chief Cruthers' radio. So his attention 
was immediately drawn to the radio and then he started 
to walk off. He walked to West and then up toward the 
tower. At that point, I didn't see Cruthers again. 

I went to the corner and I looked up West 
Street and it just looked impassable to get to that 


tower because I was going to head up that way toward 
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the command post. So I went down the side street 
toward the river. There were a lot of civilians going 
down that way. 

When I got down to where it started to clear 
up, there were crowds down there on the river. There 
were some people down there injured. There were some 
it seemed to be volunteer ambulance people. So I got 
involved in a little bit of assisting there. There 
were boats, tugboats pulling up to the river. People 
were climbing over the railing jumping onto these 
boats. So there were some cops down there. There were 
also some firemen. We were also trying to assist with 
that situation. 

That eased up a little bit, and then I 
started to walk down, I guess, north on that river 
path, and I was headed up because we had another 
command post on the other side, I was informed, I was 
told. Then, as I took a turn on a side street, I guess 
that might have been Liberty Street, to go back up 
toward West, toward the towers, that's when the second 
tower came down. But I was a good distance away from 
it, so you could see it coming, there was plenty of 
time to take cover, but there was still that dust 


cloud. 
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Then I made my way into some building that 
was right there and got on a phone because I had lost 
my cell phone, I had lost my radio, and I got ona 
phone to try to find out where we were going to 
regroup. I called my headquarters. I eventually got 
someone at headquarters and I was told that we were 
regrouping down by Battery Park, by the old marine, the 
Fire Department's marine facility there. 

But in that building where I had looked for 
the phone, there were a number of people that had taken 
shelter there and there seemed to be a lot of -- they 
were mostly civilians, a lot of women with babies, with 
children, and there were some EMS people in there 
assisting. They were making a plan to evacuate these 
people on some boat that was about to pull up. So I 
assisted people getting on that boat, and then I walked 
along the river to Battery Park, where there were a 
number of Marshals that had regrouped. 

We were trying to get a head count to 
determine who was missing. We determined that at least 
one of our guys was missing. We worked up some kind of 
game plan where we would -- we were told by my Chief, I 
guess, who was at the command post, that we were going 


to try to locate or determine exactly who was where as 


J. LYNN 


to like what companies might have been where to assist 
in the or to streamline the digging or recovery 
process. 

Then at some point later, I got involved in 
the arrest of some Saudi Arabian guy who was wearing 
stolen bunker gear, and that went for several hours 
into the night with the Terrorist Task Force. 

That's about it in a nutshell. I don't 
remember seeing -- I worked at the morgue, so I pretty 
much Know everyone who was missing, reported missing. 

I don't remember seeing any of those guys at the 
scene. So I have no information to offer as far as who 
might have been operating where. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Thank you very 


much for the interview. The time is 3:36 p.m. 


